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Overview
• You now know “the basics” of the DLC: why it exists, who 

runs it, who the Members are
• You want to be more involved
• How do I participate? How do I get my products qualified?
• How are DLC decisions made? How do they decide what 

categories are eligible, what the performance requirements 
will be, and other nuances? 
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Agenda
• How to qualify products

– Overview
– Key details
– Where to find more information

• DLC decision making
– “How to win friends and influence people the DLC”

Preview of the 2016 DLC Stakeholder Meeting!
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Generalized DLC Development Process
• DLC aggregates requests/suggestions for developments

– Maintain “wish lists”
– Specification Development (new categories)
– Specification Revisions (new performance thresholds)
– Policy Development (new or revised policies)

• Prioritize wish lists periodically
– Program management judgement
– Active review with Technical Committee
– Surveys of Members

• Prioritized tasks undertaken for development
– Any significant program changes to through Stakeholder Input Process (SIP)
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I Sell LED Lighting: How Do I Qualify a Product?
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How Do Products Get Qualified?

Product is tested 
at acceptable 

laboratory

Test data 
submitted to 

DLC for review

If product meets 
criteria, added 

to QPL
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Testing and Reporting Requirements
• Photometric and Electrical Properties

– IES LM-79 Electric and Photometric
• Output and color: integrating sphere
• Light distribution: goniophotometer

• Lumen maintenance (Option 1)
– LED package/module/array testing

• IES LM-80 Lumen Maintenance

– Luminaire-level testing
• ISTMT (ANSI/UL1598)

– L70 determination
• IES TM-21 Projecting Lumen Maintenance
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DLC Technical Requirements Table
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Breakout Session:
Transition to V4.0 
Wednesday: 1-2
Ballroom A



Will DLC Accept My Test Reports?
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What are DLC Lab Requirements?
• Evolved based on Stakeholder Input 2012-2013
• LM-79: Recognized by DOE’s LED Lighting Facts
• LM-80: Recognized by EPA’s ENERGY STAR
• ISTMT

– OSHA approved Nationally Recognized Test Lab (NRTL), or
– Approved through OSHA NRTL data acceptance program or OSHA Satellite Notification and 

Acceptance Program (SNAP), or
– Accredited by ILAC-MRA Accreditation Body for SSL thermal testing (ANSI/UL 1598 and/or CSA 

equivalent)

• LM-84 (Option 2): Recognized for LM-79 by DOE’s LED Lighting Facts and 
accreditation (by DOE LED Lighting Facts approved accreditation body) includes 
LM-84-14
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Back to the Application Process
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QPL: Manufacturer Application Process
• Single Product Application

– Single products
– CCT variations
– Voltage variations
– Dimming variations

• Family Grouping Application
– Other allowable variations, features for Specialty, Premium
– Offline communication key!
– Pre-reviewed “test plan” often helpful

• Private Label/Multiple Listing
– For listing of products already on the QPL under different names
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Process: Single Product Applications
• Complete and compile all necessary testing
• Compile all necessary additional documentation
• Fill out Application Form (offline)
• Create application through Manufacturer Portal

– Log-in to online system
– Upload Application Form and supporting documents

• DLC staff review for eligibility and completeness
– Invoice information provided through Portal

• Manufacturer logs in and submits payment
• DLC staff complete thorough review of application

– If product passes, added to QPL
– If products fails or questions arise, DLC staff communicate with the manufacturer
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Breakout Session:
DLC Documentation
Tuesday: 4:30-5
Ballroom A

Breakout Session:
DLC Documentation 
Wednesday: 2:30-3
Central City



Process: Single Product Applications

8/16/2016 14

Initial Review

• 2 business days
•Completeness/eligibility

•Additional clarification needed 
extends time before invoice can be 
provided

Invoice

Comprehensive 
Review

• 10 business days
•Thorough review for compliance 
with requirements

•Additional clarification needed 
extends review time



Process: Single Product Applications
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Process: Single Product Applications
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Process: Single Product Applications
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Process: Single Product Applications
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Process: Single Product Applications
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Process: Family Grouping Applications
• Intended for products lines which have modular, scalable performance characteristics
• Contact info@designlights.org prior to testing to discuss family characteristics and testing plan
• Testing sufficient to “bracket” group:

– Scaled performance tables/identification of worst-case members
– LM-79s for lowest light output, lowest efficacy, additional CCTs
– IES files for additional optics
– LM-80 for LED package/module/array
– ISTMT for worst case thermals
– Electrical testing for worst case PF/THDi
– In-house driver output electrical measurements for driver characteristics

• Please read full policy and instructions
– At www.designlights.org
– In the Manufacturer’s Guide!
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Breakout Session:
Family Grouping
Tuesday: 4-4:30
Ballroom A

Breakout Session:
Family Grouping
Wednesday: 2-2:30
Central City

mailto:info@designlights.org
http://www.designlights.org/


Process: Family Grouping Applications
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Initial Review

• 5 business days
•Completeness/eligibility/sufficient 
testing

•Additional clarification needed 
extends time before invoice can be 
provided

Invoice

Comprehensive 
Review

• 10 business days
•Thorough review for compliance 
with requirements

•Additional clarification needed 
extends review time



Process: Family Grouping Applications
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Process: Family Grouping Applications
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Process: Family Grouping Applications
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Fill out form completely AND accurately!



Process: Private Labeling Applications
• For “multiple listing” of products by >1 manufacturer
• OEM product must already be qualified
• Submit Private Label Application form
• Submit Private Label Agreement form (New!)
• Submit signed Self-Certification Statement by private labeler
• Submit spec sheets of private labeler
• Proposed: Safety certification under private labeler’s 

organization/model number
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Process: Private Labeling Applications

8/16/2016 26

Initial Review

• 5 business days
•Completeness/eligibility

•Additional clarification needed 
extends time before invoice can be 
provided

Invoice

Comprehensive 
Review

• 5 business days
•Thorough review for compliance 
with requirements

•Additional clarification needed 
extends review time



Process: Private Labeling Applications
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Common Pitfalls
• Failure to read instructions!

– General instructions and category-specific requirements

• Not providing all necessary test information and associated 
documentation
– Spec sheets for model and LED package/module/array, official 

warranty, safety documentation, Self-Certification Statement, 
installation instructions, etc.

• Get defensive when questions are asked
• Check out this week’s Breakout Sessions for more information on 

product qualification and common stumbling blocks!
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Breakout Sessions
Using DLC Logos to Get the Most out of Your Qualified Products

Tuesday, 3-4pm – Ballroom A

Transition to Technical Requirements Table V4.0
Wednesday, 1-2pm – Ballroom A

SSL: Family Grouping – What is Worst Case?
Tuesday, 4-4:30 – Ballroom A

Wednesday, 2-2:30 – Central City

SSL: Updating Products
Tuesday, 4-4:30 – Ballroom B

Wednesday, 2-2:30 – Onyx

SSL: QPL Supporting Documentation
Tuesday, 4:30-5 – Ballroom A

Wednesday, 2:30-3 – Central City
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How Do I Get More Involved?
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Remember: Why does the DLC exist?

Answer: To serve the needs of the DLC Members!
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DLC Members
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DLC Structure
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DLC

Members

•Drive DLC direction

•Member and 
customer needs

•Savings goals

Advisors

•Advise Members on 
key issues

•Key industry experts

Industry

•Provide industry 
input

•Technical expertise

•Market knowledge



General Thoughts and Suggestions
• You must understand the DLC, utility/efficiency programs, needs of the 

Members
– Comments and requests that demonstrate a lack of understanding are difficult 

to move forward

• Demonstrating significant energy savings can help
– Reality: DLC is resource constrained like everyone else
– Market research: what is the realistic energy savings potential?

• Specific suggestions can help
– Reduces legwork/cost for program to develop from scratch

• Be friendly. Or at least professional.  
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How Do I Get Involved?
• Join us at the DLC Stakeholder Meeting (Welcome!)

– Annual event
– Understand program/Members; interact with other stakeholders; build coalitions

• Join our mailing list
– Email us at info@designlights.org with subject “Sign Me Up!”
– Industry Update comes out ~quarterly
– Comment during Stakeholder Input Process
– Monitor the DLC News on the DLC homepage

• Articulate interests to efficiency programs by highlighting projects by their 
customers!
– Efficiency programs under many different sets of constraints
– Often will have custom programs, when prescriptive programs not yet practical
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Generalized DLC Development Process
• DLC aggregates requests/suggestions for developments

– Maintain “wish lists”
– Specification Development (new categories)
– Specification Revisions (new performance thresholds)
– Policy Development (new or revised policies)

• Prioritize wish lists periodically
– Program management judgement
– Active review with Technical Committee
– Surveys of Members

• Prioritized tasks undertaken for development
– Any significant program changes to through Stakeholder Input Process (SIP)
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Panel: Strategic 
Development of 
Specs
Tues: 1-2:30
Ballroom



Stakeholder Input Process
• Identify issue for input – new spec, update to existing spec, change to DLC 

procedure, etc.
• Provide clear request to stakeholders for input

– Sent to entire distribution list (manufacturer, testing labs, lighting designers, 
specifiers, members)

– Sent via email, posted on website
– Includes firm response date

• Use ad-hoc respondent committee to review input
• Discuss critical issues via conference call and create a “statement of input”
• Deliver input to DLC Technical Committee
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What If There Is No Category?
• DLC can only qualify products that are intended for 

applications that have categories (Primary Uses) on the 
Technical Requirements Table

• DLC does not currently have categories for every 
possible lighting application

• Dozens of categories and policies outstanding on wish 
lists
– NEW: Wish lists published on the DLC website
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Wish Lists
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Specification Development/Revision History

V1.5

September 28, 
2010

DLC begins!

V1.6

July 22,2011

Modest 
efficacy 

revisions

V1.7

November 12, 
2012

Additional 
categories

V2.0

April 5, 2013

Significant 
efficacy 

revisions

V2.1

July 18, 2014

Additional 
categories

V3.0

June 23, 2015

New structure

V3.1

November 20, 
2015

Additional 
categories

V4.0

June 1, 2016

Substantial 
efficacy 

revisions
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V4.0 Transition Timeline
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Finalized V4.0 TRT 
Announcement: 

June 1, 2016

Cutoff for Submission 
under V3.0/V3.1: 

August 31, 2016

•Allows submission of products 
currently in process

V4.0 Compliant Products 
Identified on QPL: 

January 2017

•Allows programs to 
filter/sort/search as needed

Delisting of products not 
meeting V4.0: 

April 1, 2017



Specification Development/Revision
• Since last year…V3.1 and V4.0 released!

– V3.1: Screw-Based Replacements for HID Lamps, Full-Cutoff and Non-Cutoff/Semi-Cutoff Wall-
Mounted Area Luminaires, Retrofit Kits for Direct Linear Ambient Luminaires, 2, 3, 4-lamp 
External Driver Lamp-Style Retrofit Kits 

– V4.0: Revised performance thresholds (efficacy)

• Current efforts focused on adding Primary Uses to V4.0
– PL lamps (draft sent out 6/16), hazardous environment lighting, higher-output outdoor 

lighting, backlighting for signs, medium screw-base LED replacements for HID lamps, 
additional styles of fluorescent replacement lamps

– Allowances for V4.0 efficacy requirements
– Horticultural Lighting
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Discussion Session: 
SSL Category & PUD 
Wed: 10:30-12
Onyx



Recent Policy Development Changes
• Revision to the Retrofit Kit Policy

– Addition of “Option B” testing for Luminaire Specific 
Retrofit Kits

– Discussion Session at 2015 Stakeholder Meeting

• Revision to the Family Grouping Policy
– Allowance of driver variations within a Family Group
– Discussion Session at 2015 Stakeholder Meeting
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Policy Development Efforts
• 3 policies out for comment via SIP

– Requiring safety certification for private labels
– Adoption of ANSI C78-377-2015
– Clarification on Rated Data

• 2 requests for proposals for policies
– DC/PoE systems
– White Color Tuning luminaires
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Discussion Session!:
DC & PoE Lighting 
Wed: 10:30-12
Lodo

Discussion Session:
White Color Tuning 
Wed: 10:30-12
Highlands



Thank You!

Irina Rasputnis – DLC
irasputnis@neep.org
781-860-9177 ext 133

Jenna Winer – D+R International
jwiner@drintl.com

857-496-0007
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