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Networked Lighting Control (NLC) 
Application Process

Breakout Session
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NLC Technical Requirement



Scope of NLC Technical Requirement
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Yes
Networked Lighting Control (NLC)

A combination of sensors, network 
interfaces, and controllers that affect 

changes to luminaires

Acuity, Enlighted, Philips, RAB

No
Luminaires

Addressed separately by the DLC’s 
Solid-State Lighting (SSL)        

Qualified Products List (QPL)
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“Required”

Capabilities that systems must 
have, to be listed on the QPL. 

QPL describes characteristics.

“Reported”

Capabilities that are not 
required. 

If present, QPL describes 
characteristics.

Structure of Technical Requirement
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• Networking of Luminaires & Devices

• Occupancy Sensing

• Daylight Harvesting

• High-End Trim

• Zoning

• Luminaire and Device Addressability

• Continuous Dimming

• Energy Monitoring

'Required' System Capabilities
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Table 1

Interior 
Lighting 
Systems
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Table 2

Exterior 
Lighting 
Systems



Table 3: 
Capability & Requirement Definitions
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…

23
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Technical 
Requirement

• Annual revisions

• Version 4 release early June

• 13 pages



Networked Controls Revision Cycle

Technical Requirement        

revised annually every June 1

Revision process begins every January to 
allow time for stakeholder input

One Year Grace Period: 

re-apply under last year’s version.



New Application & Annual Renewal in June

If you apply before June (with V3), update 
with V4 re-application in June

If you draft a partial application before 
June, switch to V4 in June

One Year Grace Period: 

re-apply under last year’s version.
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Application
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1. If you have not done so already, create your manufacturer log-in.

2. Download and complete the Application Form below

3. Create a new Lighting Controls System Application in your 
manufacturer account.

4. Go to the Documents tab of your application and upload ALL 
required documentation



Application Instructions (continued)

5. Submit the application

6. Receive invoice from DLC and make payment

7. The DLC will provide feedback on the status of your application
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Case Study or Customer Reference

•DLC will not share this contact with any other parties.  

•Beta site with pre-production system is acceptable, 
provided it is not a manufacturer’s or rep’s facility. 

•Each “Required Capability” demonstrated in the field
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5 Year Warranty
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• All hardware components of the system (not including software/server).

• A shorter standard warranty is acceptable if an extended warranty can be 
purchased to achieve 5 years

• The QPL will list the standard warranty length, and stipulate if an additional 
warranty must be purchased to meet the specification

• Why?

• Reliable control systems & reliable savings for customers & utilities

• Align with DLC SSL warranty requirements 



System Overview Webinar
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• System overview presented via webinar or in-person to DLC reviewers

• Purpose: Help DLC better understand system being qualified

• 1-2 hours

• Scheduled after Application Form received



Qualification and Listing Fee
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Standard Annual Qualification and Listing Fee: $15,000



Value of the Listing Fee
• Key to unlock incentives and rebates that 

can return several times the fee, on a few 
projects or even a single project.

• Broad marketing exposure across North 
America and beyond
• The DLC Controls QPL webpage gets             

1300+ hits per month 
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Your Message 
Here!
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Jan 2019 Updated Summary of NLC Programs



~50 NLC Incentive/Rebate Programs
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Application Review Timeframes
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• Time to review projected at 2-3 weeks from time manufacturer pays 
qualification/listing fee

• May be longer or shorter depending on:
• Number of systems already in queue

• Application Completeness

• Responsiveness to questions that arise during application review

• DLC will provide an estimated review time once the fee is paid



Who should complete the application
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• DLC recommends that the application be completed by a person with 
deep technical knowledge of the lighting system, such as a product 
manager or engineer

• This person should be readily available for duration of review process to 
answer technical questions from DLC



Application Materials
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• Application Instructions – Step-by-Step instructions for qualifying a 
system

• Application Form – Form that must be completed to submit a system

• Revision Schedule and Fee Structure:
• When and how often DLC will revise specification

• Fee amounts associated with qualification and listing

• Policies for when a system will be delisted

• Policies for multi-vendor and private label solutions

• Private Label Form

• Self-Certification Statement – Certifies that the information you are 
providing us is accurate



Steps for a Smooth Process
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• Add a number to the beginning of each reference file name

• Provide an appropriate reference for each answer, with document 
number and page number(s), e.g. R12p23

• Provide clear information in the original application, or soon 
thereafter, for contacts who can confirm field site operation and 
commercial availability

• Timely scheduling of webinar(s) with the DLC

• Timely responses to requests from the DLC for more information

• Timely invoice payment
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Questions?



Webinar for DLC, Outline Part 1
• Overview of the system you are submitting 
• System name, type, architecture, communication platform
• When the system became commercially available
• Information on installations to date
• What markets and customer types are being targeted 
• How the system implements the required DLC capabilities 
• Overview of key system components
• How the system is installed
• Addressing barriers of complexity, cost, standardization, 

interoperability
• Ease of installation, wiring, start-up, commissioning
• Emergency Power Options
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Webinar for DLC, Outline Part 2

• Overview of system start-up and commissioning:
• Who is responsible for commissioning 
• Resources required for commissioning
• Overview of process & timing
• Grouping of luminaires
• Defining control zones
• Any auto-commissioning or learning features
• Default settings, any out-of-the-box features
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Private Label Systems
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• Private label systems that are identical to system previously 
qualified by an OEM can be qualified at a reduced fee 
($5,000)

• Private labeled applications can be submitted by the OEM 
or the new brand/organization

• In all cases, Private Label Agreement Form must be 
completed and signed by all organizations involved.


